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Some students asked me whether watching English TV soap opera can improve their 

English. Honestly, I am not so sure, but the only thing I can guarantee is that you can read 

Chinese much faster if the Chinese subtitle is on. The ways I learn English are; by reading 

more newspaper, novels, and more importantly, listening to speeches of some great people 

in history. The book “The Most Influential and Best Inspirational Voices” contains 19 

inspiring and stimulating speeches. Speakers include: President Barack Hussein Obama, 

Larry Page (the founder of Google) and my favourite well-known human right fighter 

Martin Luther King, Jr. His speech, “I have a Dream” not only strengthens all black people 

in the 60s, but also echoes in my heart. He had a dream that “My four little children will 

one day live in a nation where they will not be judged by the colour of their skin, but by the 

content of their character.” Although he, who was only 39, was assassinated in 1968, he 

created one of the greatest American dreams. That is really a dream in his age but what he 

had never imagined is that the President of the United States, Barack Hussein Obama, is the 

first black president of the United States. With faith, “we will be able to hew out of the 

mountain of despair a stone of hope.” 

  

Other amazing, motivating, and powerful speeches include “This I Believe.” by Bill 

Gates, “We Choose to go to the Moon.” by John Fitzgerald Kennedy, etc. The book comes 

with the recordings of all speeches with normal and slow speed, which you can read the 

speech while you are listening to them. 

  

Enjoy your reading.  
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