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Do you know what is the meaning of ‘idiom’ ? 

According to dictionary.com, it is ‘an expression whose 
meaning is not predictable from the usual meanings of its 
constituent elements, as kick the bucket or hang one's head, 
or from the general grammatical rules of a language, as the 
table round for the round table, and that is not a constituent 
of a larger expression of like characteristics.’  

Idioms are very common in both written and spoken 
English and they are natural to native speakers of a language. 

Learning idioms and applying them in our speech and writing can improve our rhetoric 
in spoken and written communication.  
 As idioms are figures of speech that cannot be interpreted from the literal meaning, 
it is advisable that we learn some common idioms and memorize them. This book 
Idioms In Action aims to introduce some common idioms to readers and it is 
interesting to find the equivalent Chinese idioms and proverbs. There are explanations 
of the idioms, sample sentences and what’s more, the meaning of the idioms are 
presented in comics.  
 Do you want to know what is塞翁失馬焉知非福 in English? Grab this book and 
you will find the answer. Reading this book is fun and educational. 
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